CAPE CHARLES
Arcos is
named
new town

manager

Longtime staffer is
the only interview

By Ceri Larson Danes
Saal? peribiar

CAPE CHARLES — The
Cape Charles Town Council
appuinled ecting Tawn
Manager Heather Amos e the
position of foam manager dur-
ing & closed szession on
! Bept. 3

Arcos has held the interim
position eince former Town
Maraper Joo Vaccan resigned
the post in February during a
polizical baftle among counsil
members over his communies-
tion stvle and working relation-
ghips with some of them. He
was on the job about a year and
a half.

Arces will be paid $76,000
annually, the same salary she
was earning as interim manog-
et The pay is in the second step
of a tive-step pay range for the
miusager slot.

The Tewn Council vote was
nearly unanimous {n favor of
her hiring. Councilman Steve
Bermett did not vote in favor of
the move, citing concerns that
no other candidates were inter:
viewed, wet still supported
AT00SE,

"He was very supportive,”
shie said of Bermett, adding that
all councilmen, the mayor 2nd
many residents also were,

Capa Charles received 2B
applications  from  around
Virginia and owt-of-state. Twa

applicants were Shore resi- |

dents.

The eouncl! had short-listed
fhe pool of potential mangers
bt Arcos said they declded to
interview internal applicants
first, which explains why she

was the only candidate infer”
viewed

A I7-year-old Shore nadive
and Morthampton High School
graduate, Arcos was promoted
from assistant to the town man-
ager 1o assistant town manager
tn Aungust 2008,

5he was living in Vermont
when she first applled for a job

with the towm and returned to

e Shore for an intervies

See ARCOS, Page A3
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EASTERN SHORE NEWS

By Ceri Larson Danes
Sl wriler

TASLEY — A group of oo
porate cxcoutives dommed jeans
amf T-shirts to spend a day last
week working at a farmoworker
camp installing clothes driers,
painting, planting eroamen:
tals and building playground
equipaent.

It's &1l fhanks to the work of
a local larvge-seale tomeate oom:
pany racognized foe ils conti-
| tutions impeoving the quality
of life of farmworkers

Batista and Eveyln Madonia
of East Coast Growers' and
Fackers received the fivst-ever
Thumbprint Award from vep-
etable seed commpany Syngenty
here on Thursday

The Madonias weare alveacly
attracting  atlention for an
agrecment forged a day earllar
with a major restanrant chain
to pay workers an additional
penny per pound of tomatoes
thiey pick.

Mora than 200 peopls —
mostly Hispanic farmwork-
ers and their families -
showed up at the former
Taylor and Fulten packing

shed 1o honor the bedonias |

for thelr geodwill and share

[ delmarvanowicom ]

on Thursday, The Madonlas were
migrant farm laborer housing on the Shore amd i otler areas.

in a celebratory maeal.

- Alse on hand were local
business peoole, Chairiman of
the Aceomack Board of
Supervisors Stove Mallette,
Accomack Economic
Development Director Larry
Forbes and members of the
Madonia Farmily

The Plat City Fla. -based
compacy hg a majr presence

F -

Evalyn, right, and Baticts Madonia Sr, look at the inangural Thumbprint Award from Syngenta Seed
Care far their work with uperading wigrant farm labor housing o the Shere amd other areas. The
Madonias own East Coast Growers aml Packers.

Massive tomato grower
lauded for its dedication

Madonias, East Coast Growers and Packers get top honor

on the Shore — employing
wbout 2400 people during the
growing season, which winds
ap in about six weels

The closely held family
aperation also includes thelr
danghter, Rosemary Madonia,
viee president and contrellar
and sons Batlsta Je, and

Sep MADONIAS, Fage A3
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ONANCOCK

Town not
liable in
employee
lawsuit

Judge removes
town in $18M claim

=

ONANCOUK — An $184 mil-
civil lawsult  against
Onancock =nd its elected offi-
cliak has been dismissed by a -
cuit judge, but the case against
three town employees, meluwding
former town manager Susan
weoth, has T yed bean deciied,

The lawsull fncludes claims
that Scott, Dewey Borufsen and
Kevin Mondorff “intentionally
gystematically and methodically
abused, assaulied. Datlersd,
hamted,  belitflad, toasid,
ridiculed ard methodically sexu-
ally harassed” former town
laborer Steven Key at work,
resalting in his suffering sevare
ameodional distress.

it further claims Key suffered
“extreme physical pain and
mjuries” as a resull of a bicth-
day beating administersd by
Seott on his 215t birthday, during
which Seatr allegedly hit Koy 31
or 32 times on the legs and but-
tocks with a two by two-inch
wenwlen stick.

Judge Glen A Tvier issued an
opinion Aug. I8 In which he skl
the town, Mayor Bruce Peong
and gix Town Councll members
at the time had soverelm -
nity under common law and also
could not be sued for negligenos
for not disciplining the tric for
the alleged abuse.

In addition, Tyler rubed that
Seott had suthority to negoate
o release Hey signed absolving
the towm, its officials and its
emplovess of liability Key
gigned fhe relesse in the towm
attorney’s office bubl nol in
Scott's presence five weeks after
resigning in Angust 2007 and
received §1,543.77 in vacation
and severance pay in return. He
laler claimed the release was
invalid becanse he signed it
urrder duress,

The court will not impanel a
jury to resolve ssues about the
release, Tvler also sid. -

But the lawsnit rermains active
agalnst Scoft, Borufsen and
Mondorll megarding four counts
of assault, battery, false impris-
orment — stemming from &n
b, 31, 2006, incident in Seott's
office — and physlcal mjury
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into the operation of the am going to utilize what we the harbor breakwater proj-
which haws now and save money”
She earned certification in - wastewaler Gwility

police  department,
reports to the manager:

act, multi-pze trails and a new

on tne Internet 1or

late breaking news -

Madonias

From Page Al

Stephen, vice presidents
in charge of sales and
Erowing, respectively:

Their daughter, Laurke,
was also present but is nat
emploved by {he compary.

East Coast farms about
4,000 acres on the Shors,
This year's crop nearly
mbrrors last year's, with ™
percent round tomatoes, 20
percent moma and 10 pes-
cent cherries, according to
The Packer, a prodies
industry newspager.

The  Thursday-night
awards dinner was the cul-
mination of an inaugral
Art of Kindness Day host-
ed by Synpenta Seed Care,
Syngenta is responsible
for coating the tiay Lomate
seads,

“We put the product oa
the seeds before they ame
planted,™  spid  Jedie
MeClement of Synpents.
“That way they have a
much better chance of
comting owt of the growand
without dasase ar insect
infastation,

"It's better for the work-
s, @l ils better for the
environmant."

A5 pact of the seed com-
pany's recogmition of the
Madconins, employees
spent the day holping out
the farmworkst comimsini-
ty  and presented a
Thumbgerint Awand to the
cogle.

The amblem of
Syngenta’s  proprietary
seed protection system,
called FarMore, 1z a farm-

Stephen and Rosemary Madonia smile as they react to their parents, Evelyn and Batista Madonia 5r,, receiving the

inaugural Thambprint Award from Syngenta Seed Care,

recognized for thedr efforts in upgrading migrant farm worker housing.

field in the image of a
thumbpsring “Décause no
twa vegetsble fields are
alike,” the company Web
51he siates,

While the Madonias
provided MeClement with
the inspiration for an
award, it 1z the FarMore
image that inspired its
name, the Thumbprint
Awanl, because the couple
“purts their thumaprint an
the community wherever
they go." she said.

Syrpenta now plans to
open up the award pro-
gram to all of East Coast's
farmaorkers in Virginia

and Florida, and the win-
ner will receive their cwn
Act of Kindness Dey in
their commiinity
"We're trying to make &
thing  hetter"
Sald
“Synpenta would lke to
pay that forward.”
Accepting the award,
Ewvelyn Madonia, the com-
pany's executive vice pres-
ident, sald East Coast is
governed by the tripte bot-
om line, a8 business
approach that seels nod

only econamic bl also
social and enwirornmental

"Respenstbility is more
than a word,” she said. “Tt
s a byusiness imperative as
well a5 an investment in
tha furhurs,

“Therefore, we will not
taka & step unkess we know
that the thumborint we are
abaut to leave en the warld
is the right one,” Madonia
said, adding that the com-
pany 15 committed to jts
employess and focnsed on

IT'S "BACK TO TAX

The Masloaias own East Coast Growers and Packirs and ware

witys 1o give back to oom-
munities in need.

The Madenias receivid
the award In front of a
brand-new, state-of-the-art

romate grading machine at
the grape tomato shed.

Their. Shore  tomata
labals  inchede

from Garguilo Inc. in 1938
and since then has expand-
ed Its presence on the
Shore to include the for-
mer Byrd Foods im
Parksley and Taylor and
Fulton,

“Or idea was to have
tomatoes  yearround,'”
Rosemary Madonia said

She said it was only after
months and muonths of
negotiations that East
Coasl struck a deal with

worker activist group, a
day earlier
The agreement will

Ineranse pay to workers by
2 penny per pound. That
translates to a 64 percent
increase from 50 to B2 cenls
per atpound bucket of
tomatoes picked.
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